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Dramaturgy Notes

Urinetown. Not a great name for a musical—actually, an awful one. The premise? It's ridicu-
lous, and definitely not good for a musical. So, how does a show with an awful name and

an absurd premise become a Tony Award-winning musical, and end up on the stage here at
Southwestern University? It's because of what the show has to say, and what it makes the
audience ponder during the show and after. The show has continued in popularity since its
debut because of the themes that it presents, especially the environmental one. This makes
the show more relevant, now that people are becoming very aware of what they are doing

to the environment, and trying to stop it from becoming worse,

The show is driven by a water shortage that has been going on for twenty years, and has
caused major problems for the population. It produces the villains as well as the heroes of
the show. It produces the corporate corruption and the working-class idealism, but it's not
just the corporation and the villains that are corrupt, and it's not just the heroes that are

virtuous.

Thomas Malthus, whom the characters salute in the final song, was an English economist,
who wrote "An Essay on the Principle of Population” in 1798, in which he argued that while
population grows geometrically, like from 2 to 4,4 to 8,to 16, and so forth, the food supply
increases only arithmetically, like | to 2 to 3 to 4, and so on. So, if births go unchecked,

the population of the world will outstrip the food supply. To keep the population down,
things like famine, war, and epidemics are helpful, so that we don't outstrip the food supply.
Something that causes many to worry is that it took from the beginning of recorded his-
tory to 1800 for the population to reach its first billion, and then it only took 130 years to
add another billion and just another 30 years for the 3rd, |5 for the 4th and 12 for the 5th,
and another 12 for the 6th. In the year 2025 it is expected that the population of just India,
Pakistan and Bangladesh is expected to be more than the entire word's population was 100
years ago, This brings some to conclude that we are headed toward a supply and demand
crisis, as well as our way of life being completely unsustainable. So, what do we do?

-Kerstin Heitzke
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Box Office

Box Office Hours of Operation: Monday through Friday 1:00-5:00 p.m.
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