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THE CAST

MOLLIE RALSTON Molly Karrasch **"
GILES RALSTON Benjamin Summers :
CHRISTOPHER WREN David Gallagher **
MRS. BOYLE Marijane Vandivier *
MAJOR METCALF, Michael Stuart **
MISS CASEWELI Laura Walberg *
MR. PARAVICINI Aaron M. Clay
DETECTIVE SERGEANT TROTTER s Brian Coughlin **

+ Member Actors’ Equity Association * Member Austin Playhouse Acting Company
++ Actors’ Equity Association Membership Candidate

The action takes place in the great hall of Monkswell Manor, 1952.

There will be a fifteen minute intermission.

Photography, recording devices, and cell phones are strictly prohibited.
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We are froud to suppont local Austin ante by empowerning
nonfrofits o eneate authentic conneclions with theor audiences
Fere's to 10 more great yeans!

AUSTIN PLAYHOUSE CALENDAR
A Christmas Carol
by Charles Dickens
starring Bernadette Nason
December 4 - 20, 2009, King Theatre

Misalliance
by George Bernard Shaw
January 22 - February 21, 2010, Main Stage Season

AUSTIN PLAYHOUSE ACTING COMPANY

The Acting Company is comprised of artists who have made a

significant contribution to the high quality of theatre at Austin Playhouse.

Acting Company members are an active presence in the theatre.
Their leadership and dedication provide the foundation
for Austin Playhouse’s continuing artistic excellence.
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Winter Gala
Sunday, December 20, 2009 ~ Doors open at 7:00pm

Join us on Sunday, December 20th for an amazing event
celebrating Austin Playhouse! The silent auction kicks off with
the opening of The Mousetrap on November 20. .
Then on closing night, December 20, we wrap-up our
silent auction with one of the largest celebrations of the season
hosted by our artists and board members.

Winter Gala highlights include
¢ Live music by The Lucky Strikes
. * A raffle for a Genuine Buddy 125¢cc Scooter:
_ 2007 and 2008 “Scooter of the Year.”
¢ Live Auctions for a week in New Orleans, a football signed
by Colt McCoy and Jordan Shipley, and more!
¢ Food and drink courtesy of Tito’s Handmade Vodka,
Opal Divine’s, Maudie’s Tex Mex Cafe, Pie Fixes Everything,
Sweet Leaf Tea, SASS fresh dressings, and more!

Tickets are $20 in advance, $25 at the door.
Call (512) 476-0084 to purchase tickets.

Doors open at 7pm. Silent auction ends at 8:15pm.
Raffle drawing and live auction at 8:15pm.
All remaining tickets for the December 20th performances
of A Christmas Carol and The Mousetrap
are reserved for Gala attendees.
All proceeds from the Winter Gala benefit Austin Playhouse.




COMPANY BIOGRAPHIES

Don Toner (Producing Artistic
Director) is celebrating fifty years in
professional theatre with the tenth
anniversary season of  Austin
Playhouse. He founded Austin
Playhouse in 2000. Before that he was
Producing Artistic Director of the State
Theater Company/Live Oak Theatre for
thirteen years. Prior to coming to
Austin he was Associate Producer for
the inaugural season of the Los Angeles
Theatre Center, Associate
Producer/Director of the Cincinnati
Playhouse in the Park for three seasons,
and he founded Theatre Center of
Mississippi; the state’s first Equity the-
atre. He has also produced and directed
at New Stage Theatre, Bucks County
Playhouse, Theatre Midland and
Theatre Four in New York City. For
Austin Playhouse he has produced and
directed Frost/Nixon, The Fantasticks,
A Flea in Her Ear, Dancing at
Lughnasa, Amadeus, A Funny Thing
Happened on the Way to the Forum,
Blithe Spirit, Stones in His Pockets, Les
Liaisons Dangereuses, Don't Dress for
Dinner, = Inherit the Wind, The
Threepenny Opera, Steel Magnolias, An
Ideal Husband, The Night Hank
Williams Died, The Best Little
Whorehouse in Texas, The Odd Couple,
House, A Man for All Seasons, The
Mpystery of Edwin Drood, Rumors,
Enchanted April, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof,
The Underpants, Kiss Me Kate, Private
Lives, Travesties, The Dead Presidents’
Club, Damn Yankees, A Christmas Carol,
Copenhagen, The Man Who Came to
Dinner, Blues in the Night, The Seagull,
Arcadia, Mahalia, and Light Up the Sky.
He has appeared in Austin Playhouse pro-
ductions of Heroes, Afterplay and The

Threepenny Opera.

Eedann McCord (Stage Manager)
has worked in a technical capacity on
several Austin Playhouse productions
including Frost/Nixon, Amadeus and A
Flea in Her Ear and played The Mute in
The Fantasticks. She has also per-
formed in Hello, Dolly!; Bye, Bye
Birdie; Flowers for Algernon; Joseph
... Technicolor Dreamcoat; and I Want to
Report a Murder. She co-wrote and per-
formed in a traveling piece confronting
racism in public schools called 4s Seen
on TV. She is currently studying
Psychology and Neurobiology at UT
Austin.

Don Day (Lighting Designer) has
been designing professionally for over
30 years winning both Austin Circle of
Theatre and Austin Critics’ Table
awards for his work. Don designed light
for the Austin Playhouse productions of
The Turn of the Screw, Frost/Nixon, The
Fantasticks, A Flea in Her Ear, Age of
Arousal, Dancing at Lughnasa, It’s a
Wonderful Life, Sylvia, Dug Up,
Amadeus, A Funny...Forum, Blithe
Spirit, Speed the Plow, Les Liaisons
Dangereuses, Stones in His Pockets,
Don't Dress for Dinner, Inherit the
Wind, Exits and Entrances, Women Who
Steal, The Threepenny Opera, An Ideal
Husband, The Night Hank Williams
Died, The Dead Presidents’ Club, The
Best Little Whorehouse in Texas, The
0dd Couple and House. He is currently
working with students as Technical
Director at Southwestern University in
Georgetown. Don holds an MFA from
the University Of Texas.

Buffy Manners (Costume Designer)
has designed 4 Flea in Her Ear,
Dancing at Lughnasa, Sylvia, Blithe

Spirit, Les Liaisons Dangereuses, The
Threepenny Opera, An Ideal Husband,
A Man for All Seasons, Enchanted
April, A Texas Romance, Cat on a Hot
Tin Roof, Travesties, The Fantasticks,
The Seagull, and The Merry Wives of
Windsor (a co-production with Austin
Shakespeare Festival) for Austin
Playhouse. She designed all shows
under the direction of Don Toner at the
State Theatre. She has been nominated
for several B. Iden Payne Awards for
her work. She has also been nominated
for Austin Critics Table Awards for her
costume designs for An Ideal Husband,
A Macbeth, The Merry Wives of
Windsor, Henry V, and Mrs. Warren's
Profession. Before getting involved in
theatre, Ms Manners started her costume
design career in the dance world with
Austin Ballet Theatre in the days when
they performed at the Armadillo World
Headquarters. She is a regular designer
for Tapestry Dance Company productions.

Jessica Colley-Mitchell (Set
Designer) recently designed the set for
Austin Playhouse’s production of A4
Flea in Her Ear. She is a 2008 graduate
of Southwestern University, where she
focused on set and costume design.
Recent credits include SubUrbia, The
House of Bernarda Alba (assistant
designer), and Dido and Aeneas at
Southwestern, as well as scenic artist
for the 2007 Zilker Summer Musical,
My Favorite Year. Costume credits
include work for the Lone Star Lyric
Opera in Houston, The Rocky Horror
Picture Show (cutter/draper) and
Seussical: The Musical, both at
Southwestern. She has also worked on
costumes for Caucasian Chalk Circle,
Annie Get Your Gun, and The Waiting
Room for the 2008-2009 season at
Pflugerville High School.

The Gunn Brothers (Sound
Designers) Gordon and Jimy have been
have been recognized many times over
with B. Iden Payne and Critics’ Table
awards and nominations. They have
worked with most of the theatres in
Austin; they were the sound designers
in residence at Capital City Playhouse
for the majority of its run, and they
worked on some 20 shows at the State
Theatre. Previous shows with Austin
Playhouse include Frost/Nixon, A Flea
in Her Ear, Dancing at Lughnasa, It’s a
Wonderful Life, Sylvia, Dug Up,
Amadeus, Speed the Plow, Blithe Spirit,
Women Who Steal, Moonlight and
Magnolias, Steel Magnolias, The
Kingfish, The Night Hank Williams
Died, The Man Who Came to Dinner,
The Merry Wives of Windsor,
Copenhagen, The Seagull, Blues in the
Night, and Arcadia.

Jennifer Singletary (Properties
Designer) has been the properties
designer for the Austin Playhouse pro-
ductions of 4 Flea in Her Ear, The
Fantasticks, Dancing at Lughnasa,
Sylvia, Amadeus, Blithe Spirit, Les
Liaisons Dangereuses, Inherit the Wind,
The  Threepenny  Opera, Steel
Magnolias, An Ideal Husband, and The
Night Hank Williams Died. She has
worked in the art department for various
films, commercials, and videos. She has
also worked in technical theatre at the
University of North Carolina, Chapel
Hill and for the AnimaDance Company
in North Carolina.

Aaron M. Clay (Mr. Paravicini)
appeared in the Austin Playhouse pro-
duction of A4 Flea in Her Ear. Other
regional credits include 4 Flea in Her
Ear (St. Edward’s University, B. Iden
Payne Nomination), Kentucky Cycle




(Joshua), One Flew Over the Cuckoo's
Nest (Cheswick). He was an original
cast member of Wilcox Manner, Medea
Stories, and C/O The Grove. Aaron is
also a founding member of P.O.PE
(Sketch Comedy) and St. Idiot's
Collective. For more information please
visit www.aaronmclay.com.

Brian Coughlin (Detective Sergeant
Trotter) is an Austin Playhouse Acting
Company member. He has appeared in
The Fantasticks, Age of Arousal,
Dancing at Lughnasa, Amadeus, A
Funny...Forum, The Best Little
Whorehouse in Texas (Melvin P.
Thorpe), A Man for All Seasons (King
Henry VIII) and The Mystery of Edwin
Drood (Neville Landless) at Austin
Playhouse and Present Laughter,
Omnium Gatherum, Cabaret, and
Rockin’ Christmas Party at Zachary
Scott Theatre, and Parade at Mary
Moody Northen Theatre. Regional
credits include Into The Woods
(Cinderella's Prince/Wolf) and 4
Streetcar Named Desire (Stanley),
among others. Film credits include The
Flintstones in Viva Rock Vegas and The
Medicine Show. He is a graduate of
Southwestern University in
Georgetown and holds an MFA in
Acting from the University of
Connecticut.

David Gallagher (Christopher Wren)
has appeared in Austin Playhouse pro-
ductions of Amadeus, A Funny
Thing...Forum, Les Liaisons
Dangereuses, and The Threepenny
Opera. Previous credits include Doctuh
Mistuh Productions’ Evil Dead: The
Musical, Long Day's Journey Into
Night, Tex-Arts production of Big
River, Mary Moody Northen Theatre's
On the Town, Ah, Wilderness, Parade,

Antigone, Way of the World, Honk
(Austin  Critic's Table award),
Midsummer Night's Dream, and
Metamorphoses. He's also appeared in
Summer Stock Austin's productions of
Batboy, Assassins, Thoroughly Modern
Millie, Footloose, West Side Story,
Proposals, and Much Ado About
Nothing.

Molly Karrasch (Mollie Ralston) is a
member of the Austin Playhouse Acting
Company. She has appeared in their
productions of Its a Wonderful Life, A
Funny...Forum, Inherit the Wind as
Rachel, The Threepenny Opera, Steel
Magnolias as Annelle and The Best
Little Whorehouse in Texas. She attend-
ed Stephens College in Missouri, where
she earned her BFA in theatre. At
Stephens she was seen in Cabaret (Sally
Bowles), Chicago (Mona), Anton in
Show Business (Holly), and several other
shows. She spent a summer doing stock
at Okoboji Summer Theatre and
appeared as Electra in Gypsy, and
Cinderella. Other credits include
Sophisticated Ladies, Into the Woods, A
Little Night Music, Starmites, and Dear
John.

Michael Stuart (Major Metcalf) is a
member of the Austin Playhouse Acting
Company. Austin Playhouse produc-
tions include Frost/Nixon, The
Fantasticks, Heroes, It’s a Wonderful
Life: A Live Radio Play, A4
Funny...Forum, Stones in His Pockets,
Inherit the Wind, The Threepenny
Opera, Moonlight and Magnolias, An
Ideal Husband, The Night Hank
Williams Died, The Odd Couple, House
and Garden, The Mystery of Edwin
Drood, Rumors, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof,
Kiss Me Kate, Travesties, and The Dead
Presidents’ Club. He directed their pro-

duction of Sylvia and co-directed Speed
the Plow. Also, for more than ten years,
Michael was the Artistic Director of
OnStage Theatre Co. producing, direct-
ing, and acting in over forty productions
including Harvey, Shirley Valentine,
and Ten Little Indians here at Austin
Playhouse.

Benjamin Summers (Giles Ralston)
is a member of the Austin Playhouse
Acting Company. He has appeared in
Austin Playhouse productions of
Frost/Nixon, It's a Wonderful Life, Exits
and Entrances, and The Threepenny
Opera. He appeared in Hyde Park
Theatre’s production of The Lonesome
West. Benjamin previously has acted
and directed in Denver, CO where he's a
company member of the No Holds Bard
Theatre Company, and in Chicago, IL as
a company member of the Griffin
Theatre Company. Favorite roles
include Angelo in Measure for
Measure, Bassanio in Merchant of
Venice, Wilfred Owen in Not About
Heroes and Dudley Do-Right in The
Adventures of Rocky and Bullwinkle,
Claudio in Much Ado About Nothing
and Hamlet.

Marijane (Mj) Vandivier (Mrs.
Boyle) last appeared at Austin
Playhouse as Mrs. Graves in Enchanted
April. An accomplished veteran actress,
she has performed on stage in such
notable roles as (Clarie) Steel
Magnolias, (Louise) Patsy Cline,
(Madam De Morte) Ring Around the
Moon, (Mrs. Paroo/Eulalee ) The Music
Man, (Rev. Mother Superior) Nunsense,
(Lady Bracknell) The Importance of
Being Earnest, and many more. She
has appeared on national television on
PBS’ Flip Flop Show, NBC’s Weekend

and as a guest on Hee Haw. Mj’s career
in TV spanned 30 years, from the
beloved children’s shows Happy
Hollow and Marijane’s MagiCastle, to
Vandivier’s talk and news show Wake-
Up Houston. Marijane has been fea-
tured on numerous radio shows, televi-
sion and radio commercials and feature
films including, Paradise Texas, Guilty,
Angel of Light and The Quiet. Currently
Mj also teaches Acting and The Power
of the Speaking Voice at the State
Theatre School for ACC.

Laura A. Walberg (Miss Casewell)
hails from Chicago where she grew up
as a professional dancer, contortionist
and gymnast. She has spent the last few
years in Chicago spending a great deal
of time working in improv (primarily
with Second City). Laura has worked
with Austin Playhouse as stage manag-
er for Age of Arousal and as the chore-
ographer for their first musical, The
Fantasticks. As a company member of
Austin Musical Theater, she appeared in
A Chorus Line, Oklahoma!, The Music
Man, Jesus Christ Superstar, The Best
Little Whorehouse in Texas, and Gypsy.
A four-time B. Iden Payne Award nom-
inee, other Austin appearances have
included Patience, Godspell, Naughty
Austin I & II, Into the Woods, Guys &
Dolls, Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat, West Side
Story, Threepenny Opera, Bucks
Disciple, Faustus and Lucifa. Laura
attended graduate school at the ASOLO
Conservatory for acting and is an hon-
ors graduate of St. Edwards University,
earning her BA in theater with emphasis
in acting.




ENDOWMENT FUND CONTRIBUTORS
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Pat, Steve, Kate, and lan Saunders
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Bill & Pauline Denson Bob & Lorraine Mayfield & Wanda Summers
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Paul & Pat Ehrler Gerrell Moore Bill & Lois Watson
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David Gutman Jon Peters Max & Melba Williams

Michael & Elizabeth Hall John & Sandra Preston Custis Wright

Mark & Joyce Hellums Dr. Cliff & Sue Price

Louise R. Holt Jan J. Roberts

Robert B. Huelskamp Whitney & Dorothy Rowland

As a nonprofit organization, Austin Playhouse relies upon the generosity of its
patrons, as well as corporations, foundations and trusts to continue its mission.
Please join the ever-growing number of contributors who support Austin
Playhouse with their tax-deductible donations. For more information, contact
Erin Hefner at 476-0084.

AUSTIN PLAYHOUSE MISSION

Austin Playhouse is dedicated to providing opportunities
Jfor Austin artists and audiences to celebrate the human experience.
Austin Playhouse will nourish your mind, delight your spirit,
and enrich your life through professional productions
of classic, contemporary and musical plays.

SPECIAL THANKS

Austin Playhouse wishes to thank the following individuals whose generous
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