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2011) put into words
what a hidden gem she
found.

The former two-stint man-
aging director of the Temple
Civic Theatre in the 19805
and 1990s artfully desenbed
what it meant 10 3 community
© have real live theatrical
performances.

Muchmore’s fresh, insight.

ful notes for cach play pro- Go to the show

gm were lirateand Temple Civic Theatre's 50th Anniversary
hitcrary kecpsakes, reflecting y Revue will bo 8 p.m, Friday, Oct. 21, and
on the work at hand, Temple A& 2:30 pm. Sunday, 0¢1. 23,01 2413 S, 13th
and life's peregrinations, In . 13y 4 S St., Tomple. Resorved-seat tickots are $25
her notes from the August - for adults and $15 for students and chil-
1979 production of “You'rea ) dren. Tickets are avallabie at www.
Good Man, Charlse Brown,” 1] ortstemple.com or phone 254-778-4751.
she wrote a tender adicu as
she closed out her first run as
director: “I've never lived in
a community where a theatre
had a better chanee for great-
ness, Life is made of sweat
and trying, with rufflcs of joy
on the rim. People here in
Temple seem to understand
that really well.™

The community has appre«
crted that for half a century.
The Temple Civic Theatre
marks its $0th anniversary
with this coming weckend of
highlights from past shows,
directed by Betsi Chamlee.

Designed as a fundraiser,
the show will include musical
cxcerpts from past shows
throughout the 50 years fea-
taring many of the arca's Tologram fife
most talented performers, The  Top left: Cast members appear in a scene from “The Knights of the White Magnolia® in October 1976,
show will be § p.m. Friday Top right: Gary Gosnay portrays Will Parker and Susan Huddleston plays Ado Annie in a scene from “Oklahoma”® in February 1979,

Bottom left: Cast members appear in a scene from “Oliver® in April 1978.
Ploaso s00 THEATRE, 4E  Bottom right: Glynn Gantenbein plays Tevye, the phiiosophical mitkman, in a scone from *Fliddler on the Roof” in February 1986,
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and 2:30 p.m. Sunday. Tick-
€8 are now on sale.

Chamlee is a longstanding
veteran of Temple's stage,
premicring m her first TCT
production when she was 8
years old. Now an experi-
enced performer and direc-
tor, she has assembled a
solid cast of performers,
some of whom are ¢ncoring
their roles that they did “up-
teen”™ years ago,

“Weve boen abke to recruit
original cast members in
some productions, which
shows the longevity and the
superior talent pool of our
arca,” she said. The show
covers S0 years of musical
rokes representing some of
the most noted Broadway
composers and lyncists.

She credits the theaser's
strength to the vast amny of
volunteers, “We are proud
that we have a continuously
running non-profit, commu-
nity-based theater run pri-
marily by volunteers,”
Chamlee added.

Petformers inchude Sara
Harris Baker, Dan Becker,
Andi Bilkeck, Betsi Cham-
ke, Evan Chwson, Regima
Cotley, Clyde Ciupek,
Sandy Diugas, Jo Elwood,
John Elwood, Una Forgy.
Michacl J. Fox, Kris Glo-
noso, Gary Gosncy, Betsy
Howell, Ter Johnson, Jill B,
Main, John Mischtian,
Michacl Mosris, Craig
Pitrucha, Mcg Pitrucha,
Paige Rendon, Bob Rixchic,
Marilyn Ritchie, Sarah
Sanderford, Priscills San.
tana, Martha Sasterwhite,
Janice Wilson, Chris Wohled
and Suzanne Wohled. David
Perez-Guerra will provide
pland accompaniment,

The Temple Civie Theatre
marks its SOth anniversary
throughout its season with
encores of the plays pre-
sented 1n its carlier scasons.
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Carol Mitchell rolis Shelly Brashear's hair in a scene from “Steel

Magnolkas® in February 1991 at the Temple Chvic Theatre.

“The Fantasticks™ closes
today with an afternoon
matinec,

The mood shifts from the
light-hearted musical to the
dramatic "All My Sons™ by
Arthur Milker, Casting is
now underway. Leon
Perkins wall direet this new
production, opening Nov,
11, Starring in that first pro-
duction in 1971 were Lee
Madden, Tom Taylor, Liz
Popejoy. Susan Goad, Bob
Jones, Bill Chamlee, Ann
Dingus, Joc Everton Jr., An-
gela Sholar and Eddie Ryn-
carson,

Other encore performances
included in this year's offers
ings: “It’s a Wonderful Life:
A Live Radio Play,” directed
by Michael J. Fox, opening

Dec. 2: "You Can't Take It
With You,” opening Jan, 29;
“Lautle Shop of Horrors, di-
rected by Perkins, opening
March 313 “The 39 Steps,”
directed by Natasha Tolke-
son, opening May 19; and
“Hairspray,” directed by Dr.
Sara Harris Baker, opening
July 14,

Its history unfolds like a
play — at times funny, at
times scrious, always sur-
prising. A group of live-per-
formance lovers launched
the fledgling civic theatre m
1965. An carlicr group, the
Old Central Players, had be-
come inactive,

The finst play produced in
1966 was “You Can"t Take It
With You,” a golden comedy
about an unconventional

family that has weathered
nicely over the decades, By
1968, the theatre was operat.
ing with its own board of
governors and incorporated
as a non«profit arts organiza.
1300 working as a member
organization of the Cultural
Activities Center,

By 1974, it had outgrown
its present space and became
its own independent organi-
zation with its own space in
1977, opening with "My
Fair Lady.” The theatre™s
productions are in its
11,000-square-foot facility
containing a 228-seat thrust
stage auditorium with all the
necessary accoutrements
needed for live perform-
ances - all valued at
$500,000 fully paid through
community donations. Each
production frequently bal-
ances the mix of amateur
and scasoned performers,
depending on the play. Chil-
dren's productions, drama
classes and traveling troupes
10 schools are provided by
the theatre™s personncel

Membership is about 1,000
with a solid cadre of about
250 volunteering throughout
the active season, Every-
thing 15 guided by a working
12-person board and volun-
teer committee chairmen,

Key to its suocess was the
board’s carly leadership in
maintaining and sustaining
the theatre through difficult
times. Founder Masjie Ryn-
carson scrved four torms as
board president from 1965-
1969; Dr. Gary Gosney, six
terms; and Jody Donakison,
four terms,

“We have a forever thing
here, with this theatre, my
dears,” Muchmore wrotc in
1991, “Itis a fitting Vaken.
tme 10 Temple and worthy of
a lovely old-fashioned verb.
Chenish, Will you do thar? It
would be my best good-
bye.”
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